
SHORTER UNIVERSITY SUBSTANTIVE CHANGE POLICY 

 

Shorter University welcomes the expansion of academic opportunities through the development 

and offering of new programs and/or courses. The university is also committed to observing the 

policies and requirements of its regional accrediting body, the Southern Association of Colleges 

and Schools (SACSCOC). In accordance with accreditation standards and regulations, Shorter 

University will notify SACSCOC of potential or actual substantive changes in a timely manner 

and will seek approval for change before implementing such an initiative. SACSCOC is 

responsible for reviewing all substantive changes that occur between an institution’s decennial 

reviews to determine whether or not the change has affected the quality of the total institution 

and to assure the public that all aspects of the institution continue to meet defined standards. 

Moreover, Shorter University is committed to establishing procedures to ensure compliance and 

is dedicated to providing guidance and expectations regarding those curricular and organizational 

changes requiring notification and/or approval.  

 

Substantive change is a significant modification or expansion of the nature and scope of an 

accredited institution. Under federal regulations, substantive change includes:  

• Any change in the established mission or objectives of the institution.  

• Any change in legal status, form of control, or ownership of the institution.  

• The addition of courses or programs that represent a significant departure, either in 

content or method of delivery, from those that were offered when the institution was last 

evaluated.  

• The addition of courses or programs at a degree or credential level above that which is 

included in the institution’s current accreditation or reaffirmation. • A change from clock 

hours to credit hours.  

• A substantial increase in the number of clock hours or credit hours awarded for 

successful completion of a program. • The establishment of an additional location 

geographically apart from the main campus at which the institution offers at least 50% of 

an educational program.  

• The establishment of a branch campus.  

 

Substantive changes are typically the result of activities in Academic Affairs and the Curriculum 

Committee, for which the Provost has oversight. After following all appropriate academic 

processes, all curriculum and program proposals which may require a change notification must 

be submitted to the university’s SACSCOC/Accreditation Liaison (either the Provost or someone 

designated by the Provost) for approval and reporting (when necessary) to SACSCOC. The 

Liaison provides guidance to faculty and staff on the appropriate timeframe and proposal 

development for reporting substantive changes to SACSCOC. Furthermore, the Liaison ensures 

compliance with accreditation requirements and consults with SACSCOC when questions arise 

on accreditation issues. Current substantive change policy as stated on the SACSCOC website 

should be observed (http://www.sacscoc.org/SubstantiveChange.asp). If the university is unclear 

as to whether a change is substantive in nature, the Liaison will contact SACSCOC for 

consultation. The Shorter University President notifies in writing the President of SACSCOC for 

any substantive changes submitted by the institution. 

 

(2021-2022 Faculty Handbook, 77-78) 


